
MISSIONS REPORT 

The following items are updates and highlights, along with praises and prayer requests from recent 
correspondence with our missionaries. 

—————————— 

ROBERT AND AMY BRISTOL 
(Serving in Querétaro, Mexico) 

Praises: 

1. Seminary classes are now underway. And one of the pastors who opposed plans 
to strengthen the seminary is now helping Robert teach classes!   

2. Our team continues to work weekly with the children of the underprivileged 
neighborhood of San Jose el Alto.  They are hearing the Gospel message and 
enjoying our time together.  They play, sing, interact with a Bible story, and are 
now learning music through playing recorders. 

3. Our family continues to do well and we are happy...and learning....and happy in 
our learning.  Sophia continues to do very well in school.  People marvel at her 
Spanish!  

Prayer Requests: 

1. Please pray that the seminary students learn well, are changed in their spirit as 
well as their minds, and are equipped for ministry.   And, that we teachers would 
present the material in a way that is understandable yet challenging to the stu-
dents.  

2. That we would have wisdom in where we spend our time and energy.  There are 
many aspects of ministry to this city of 2 million people.  Amy and I are praying 
about devoting more of our time to one church (rather than attending two) and 
helping it grow.  We would like to help one pastor as he works to engage his 
neighborhood and increase his congregation.  However, making this change 
would affect current ministry work and people who have come to depend on us. 

3. Also, the kids attendance in San Jose el Alto has been slipping.  We can offer 
them “stuff” to boost the numbers or think up even more creative things to do, 
but join us in praying that they would be interested in Jesus most of all and will 
be called back to our group on Friday mornings. 

 



MIKE AND SUSAN HERSHBERGER 
(Serving in Bulgaria) 

Update: 

The Hershbergers will be arriving back in the States in May, 2008. During this time 
they will be visiting various churches to share about their ministry in Bulgaria. We 
look forward to having them visit Redeemer so we can learn about the progress of 
their work and encourage them in their labor for Christ’s kingdom. 

—————————— 

JAMIE AND JULIE THORNTON 
(Serving in Ukraine) 

Updates: 

1. Jamie has begun to have a men’s meeting on Saturday mornings at 7:00 a.m. 
There are currently five men coming. 

2. A landmark event for our presbytery will take place in April, when it will be or-
ganized. The Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ukraine (that is the name of 
our denomination here) has three particular churches and eight mission 
churches with total membership of around 600 members. 

3. There was an unfortunate event in our church in late December. Our national 
pastor severely hurt his back and is only now able to get out of the house and 
get around with a lot of pain. The session decided on January 15 to give him a 
six-week leave of absence to heal physically. This has meant an increase of 
preaching responsibilities for Jamie. Please pray that our national pastor returns 
to health quickly. 

4. A group of 10 seven-year-old children from a nearby orphanage who started 
coming to our Sunday school with their teacher. 

Praises and Prayer Requests: 

1. Praise the Lord for providing us with a lot for a home. Pray for wisdom as we 
are looking into building a house. 

2. Pray that God would give us wisdom as we teach the Word and live before the 
Ukrainian people. 

3. Pray for the men of the church to grow in their love for the Lord and to lead in 
the church, their homes, and society. 

4. Continue to pray for Jamie as he studies Russian. 

5. Pray for a friend for each of us in Ukraine. 
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