
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Isaac said to his son,  
òHow is it that you have it so quickly, my son?ó  
And he said, òBecause the Lord your God  

caused it to happen to me.ó 
ñGenesis 27:20 

 
 

The Lordõs Day ñ Janu a r y  2 0 ,  2 008 

C oven an t  R en ewa l  S e r v i ce 

 



Preparation for Worship:  Romans 6:1-11 
Prelude:  òPraise His Greatnessó arr. Hayes 

ñññññññññññ 

Order of  Worship 

 Call to Worship   Psalm 29:1b-2 Pastor Dan Millward 

ÀOpening Hymn   #297 òAll Hail the Power of Jesusõ Nameó vv. 1-4 

ÀInvocation  from Psalm 29:3-11 
Pastor:  The God of glory thunders,  
People:  The Lord is over many waters.  
Pastor:  The voice of the Lord is powerful,  
People:  The voice of the Lord is majestic.  
Pastor:  The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;  
People:  The voice of the Lord hews out flames of fire.  
Pastor:  The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;  
People:  And strips the forests bare;  
Pastor:  And in His temple everything says, òGlory!ó  
People:  Yes, the Lord sits as King forever.  
Pastor:  The Lord will give strength to His people;  
People:  The Lord will bless His people with peace. 
Pastor:  Let us pray.   

ÀGodõs Greeting   
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

ÀResponse (in song)   #342 òChrist is Made the Sure Foundationó  v. 5 
Laud and honor to the Father, 
Laud and honor to the Son, 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, 
Ever Three and ever One, 
One in might, and One in glory, 
While unending ages run.   

 The Law of God    Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18 
Pastor:  Our covenant God reveals His will in these two verses:  òYou 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might.ó òYou shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge 
against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 

 À=Congregation stands. 



yourself; I am the Lord.ó Godõs law clearly reveals that we are accountable 
to Him. We do not live up to the perfect standard of His righteousness. 
Therefore, with one voice, let us confess our sins to Him. 

 Confession of Sin (in unison) 
Gracious heavenly Father, we have heard Your word and are grieved 
by our sinfulness. We have not loved or served You as we should, 
but instead often ignore Your covenant with us. We have not always 
honored and revered Your name, but instead have abused it. We 
have also disregarded Your word and do not always listen and learn 
it. Nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. Instead, we  often 
behave selfishly and unkindly. For these and all our sins, we ask for 
mercy, grace, and pardon. 

 Declaration of Forgiveness    John 1:12; Philippians 1:6 
Pastor:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in 
Jesus Christ, He gives the power to become the children of God and 
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Do you believe that Jesus Christ, by His 
perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection, has atoned for your 
sins and satisfied the wrath of God toward you? 
People:  We do. 
Pastor:  In the name of Christ and by the authority of His Word I declare 
to you that your sins are forgiven.  May the Lord, who has begun this good 
work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

ÀHymn of Assurance   Insert òI Cannot Telló  

ÀPrayer for Illumination Dave Schafer 

 Epistle Reading   Ephesians 2:11-22  
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

 Sermon Text Reading   Genesis 26:34-27:45 Pastor Dan Millward 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon   òThe Blessing of Esau Jacobó 

 Giving of Godõs Tithes and Our Offering 

 Prayers of Intercession (followed by the Lordõs Prayer) 



Holy Communion 

 Invitation to the Lordõs Table 
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or those 
who have been approved by the Session, may participate in the Lordõs Supper.  (Note about 

Communion wine:  the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings contain non-alcoholic wine.) 

 Affirmation of Faith   Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made,  
 being of one substance with the Father; 
 by whom all things were made. 
 Who for us and for our salvation  
  came down from heaven, 
  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
  and was made man; 
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
  He suffered and was buried, 
  and the third day He rose again 
  according to the Scriptures; 
  and ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
  and He shall come again, with glory, 
  to judge both the living and the dead; 
  whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets; 
 and we believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church; 
 and we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
 and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

   *The word òcatholicó means òuniversal.ó  



 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Truly it is right and our greatest joy to give thanks to You  
heavenly Father, at all times and in every place.  We ask with confidence 
that You will take these common elements of bread and wine and set 
them apart for holy use to strengthen and edify Your people. We praise 
You, joining our voices with choirs of angels, and with all the faithful of 
every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of Your name: 

 
 Sanctus (in song)

 

 Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread 

 Communion Hymn   #371 òO Lord of Hosts, How Lovelyó 

 Prayer after Communion (in unison) 
Our Gracious Heavenly Father, we acknowledge the great mystery of 
this holy feast. Although we are unworthy to share in this meal, dressed 
in Christ's righteousness we have come boldly to the Holy Supper. 
Instead of wrath, we have received Your pardon; in the place of fear we 
have been given hope. Please strengthen us by these gifts so that, 
relying only on Your promise, we may, by Your Spirit, honor You in all 
we do, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



ÀClosing Hymn   #643 òJudge Me, God of My Salvationó  

ÀBenediction 

ÀBenediction Response   òThree-fold Amenó 

ñññññññññññ 

 Serving Today 
Elder:  Dave Schafer 
Piano:  Connie Van Til 
Sound Board:  Kyle Doran 

 
Announcements 

 
 After Todayõs Serviceé 

Please join us for some fellowship and light refreshment followed by Pastor 
Millwardõs continued teaching.  

 Next Sunday, January 27 
Pastor Dan Millward will be preaching on Genesis 28:10-22. 

  Hymns: #57 òHallelujah, Praise Jehovah, O My Souló 
  #161 òO Christ, Our Hope, Our Heartõs Desireó 
  #301 òJoin all the Glorious Namesó 
  #TBA 

  The Lordõs Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for preparation and 
prayer. 

 Wednesday, January 23 - òChosen by Godó study group meets from 6:30pm to 
8:30pm at the home of Fred and Barb Weber. 

 Thursday, January 24 - Titus 2 Ladies study groups meet at 9:30am and 6:00pm. 

 Sunday, January 27 - òHath God Saidó study group meets from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at 
the home of Forbes and Barb Husted. 

 Sunday, January 27 - òPleasing Godó study group meets from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at 
the home of Dave and Eleanor Schafer. 

 Sunday, January 27 - Our first quarterly benevolence offering for 2008 will be 
collected during our regular worship service. This Sunday will also be our monthly 
covered dish luncheon. 

 Sunday, February 17 - There will be a congregational meeting immediately following 
the worship service. 



Points to Ponder 
 

The Absolute Certainty of Godõs Word 
 

Then Isaac trembled violentlyé 
ñGenesis 27:33a 

 
Here now again the faith which had been smothered in the breast of the 

holy man [Isaac] shines forth and emits fresh sparks; for there is no doubt 
that his fear springs from faith. Besides, it is no common fear which Moses 
describes, but that which utterly confounds the holy man: for, whereas he 
was perfectly conscious of his own vocation, and therefore was persuaded 
that the duty of naming the heir with whom he should deposit the covenant 
of eternal life was divinely enjoined upon him, he no sooner discovered his 
error than he was filled with fear, that in an affair so great and so serious 
God had suffered him to err; for unless he had thought that God was the 
director of this act, what should have hindered him from alleging his 
ignorance as an excuse, and from becoming enraged against Jacob, who had 
stolen in upon him by fraud and by unjustifiable arts? But although covered 
with shame on account of the error he had committed, he nevertheless, with 
a collected mind, ratifies the benediction which he had pronounced; and I do 
not doubt that he then, as one awaking, began to recall to memory the oracle 
to which he had not been sufficiently attentive [cf. Gen. 25:23]. Wherefore, 
the holy man was not impelled by ambition to be thus tenacious of his 
purpose, as obstinate men are wont to be, who prosecute to the last what 
they have once, though foolishly, begun; but the declaration, I have blessed 
him, yea, and he shall be blessed, was the effect of a rare and precious faith; 
for he, renouncing the affections of the flesh, now yields himself entirely to 
God, and, acknowledging God as the Author of the benediction which he 
had uttered, ascribes due glory to him in not daring to retract it.  

The benefit of this doctrine pertains to the whole Church, in order that 
we may certainly know, that whatever the heralds of the gospel promise to us 
by the command of God, will be efficacious and stable, because they do not 
speak as private men, but as by the command of God himself; and the 
infirmity of the minister does not destroy the faithfulness, power, and 
efficacy of God's word. He who presents himself to us charged with the offer 
of eternal happiness and life, is subject to our common miseries and to death; 
yet, notwithstanding, the promise is efficacious. He who absolves us from 
sins is himself a sinner; but because his office is divinely assigned him, the 
stability of this grace, having its foundation in God, shall never fail.  
ñJohn Calvin, Commentary on Genesis, Vol. 2, 60. 



 The Session (Pastor and Elders) 
Rev. Daniel Millward, Pastor .............................................................. 922-7270 
David Schafer ........................................................................................ 946-5501 
Fred Weber ............................................................................................ 947-0426 

 The Deacons 
Jerry DeVries ......................................................................................... 938-2317 
Ethan Van Til ........................................................................................ 933-1130 
C. J. Weber ............................................................................................. 275-3475 

 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 

P.O. Box 4113, Traverse City, MI 49685-4113 
(231) 946-1700 

www.redeemertraversecity.org 
Worship:  Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

Scripture Readings for this Week 

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice 
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament during a two-year cycle. The 
readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year. (Please note that during various seasons 

of the Church year, the Psalm readings often repeat.) 

Sun.  Psalm 150:1-6  Genesis 7:1-23  Ephesians 4:1-16  Mark 3:7-19  

Mon.  Psalm 145:1-21  Genesis 8:6-22  Hebrews 4:14-5:6  John 2:23-3:15  

Tue.  Psalm 146:1-10  Genesis 9:1-17  Hebrews 5:7-14  John 3:16-21  

Wed.  Psalm 147:1-11  Genesis 9:18-29  Hebrews 6:1-12  John 3:22-36  

Thu.  Psalm 147:12-20  Genesis 11:1-9  Hebrews 6:13-20  John 4:1-15  

Fri.  Psalm 148:1-14  Genesis 11:27-12:8  Hebrews 7:1-17  John 4:16-26  

Sat.  Psalm 149:1-9  Genesis 12:9-13:1  Hebrews 7:18-28  John 4:27-42 
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