
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife  
in the cave of the field at Machpelah  

facing Mamre (that is, Hebron)  
in the land of Canaan.  

So the field and the cave that is in it,  
were deeded over to Abraham  

for a burial site by the sons of Heth.  
ñGenesis 23:19-20 
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C oven an t  R en ewa l  S e r v i ce 

 



Preparation for Worship:  Isaiah 63:7-14 
Prelude:  òWe Three Kingsó 
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Order of  Worship 

 Call to Worship   Psalm 111:1 Pastor Dan Millward 

ÀOpening Hymn   #218 òAngels, from the Realms of Gloryó vv. 1-4 

ÀInvocation  Psalm 111:2-5, 9 
Pastor:  Great are the works of the Lord;  
People:  They are studied by all who delight in them.  
Pastor:  Splendid and majestic is His work,  
People:  And His righteousness endures forever.  
Pastor:  He has made His wonders to be remembered;  
People:  The Lord is gracious and compassionate.  
Pastor:  He has given food to those who fear Him;  
People:  He will remember His covenant forever.  
Pastor:  He has sent redemption to His people;  
People:  He has ordained His covenant forever;  
All:  Holy and awesome is His name.  
Pastor:  Let us pray.  

ÀGodõs Greeting   
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

ÀResponse (in song)   #218 òAngels, from the Realms of Gloryó v. 5 
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
Evermore your voices raising to thõ eternal Three in One; 
Come and worship, come and worship,  
worship Christ, the newborn King.   

 The Law of God    Hebrews 4:12-13, 16 
Pastor:  For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of 
both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of 
the heart. And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things 
are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 
Since we cannot hide our sins, let us draw near with confidence to the 
throne of grace to confess our sins so that we may receive mercy. 

 À=Congregation stands. 



 Confession of Sin (in unison) 
Almighty God, we open our hearts to You in sorrow for our sins. We 
have not always loved You as we should. We have not always treated 
others in a kind and loving way. We have sinned in our thoughts, 
words, and actions. For the sake of Jesus, Your Son, forgive our sins. 
Grant us Your Holy Spirit to strengthen our resolve to live a life that 
is more pleasing to You. Amen. 

 Declaration of Forgiveness    Hebrews 4:14-15; 7:25 
Pastor:  òWe have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God. . . . [He] has been tempted in all things as we are, 
yet without sin. . . . Therefore He is able to save forever those who draw 
near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for 
them.ó Do you believe that Jesus Christ, by His perfect life, sacrificial 
death, and glorious resurrection, has atoned for your sins and satisfied the 
wrath of God toward you? 
People:  We do. 
Pastor:  In the name of Christ and by the authority of His Word, be at 
peace and know that your sins are forgiven. 

 Exhortation   Colossians 1:10-12 
Pastor:  Having received God's mercy and forgiveness, and having been 
delivered from all evil, let us receive instruction from Godõs Word so that 
we may live in thankfulness to Him. [Reading] 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

ÀHymn of Assurance   #211 òGod Rest You Merry Gentlemenó  

ÀPrayer for Illumination Fred Weber 

 Epistle Reading   Revelation 21:1-7  
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

 Sermon Text Reading   Genesis 23:1-20 Pastor Dan Millward 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon   òAn Everlasting Possessionó 

 Giving of Godõs Tithes and Our Offering 

 Prayers of Intercession (followed by the Lordõs Prayer) 



Holy Communion 

 Invitation to the Lordõs Table 
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or those 
who have been approved by the Session, may participate in the Lordõs Supper.  (Note about 

Communion wine:  the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings contain non-alcoholic wine.) 

 Affirmation of Faith   Apostlesõ Creed 
Pastor:  Do you believe in God? 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 

  Pastor:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  Pastor:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy *catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

   *The word òcatholicó means òuniversal.ó 

 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. We ask 
that You will take these common elements of bread and wine and set them 



apart for holy use to strengthen and edify Your people. For by water and 
the Holy Spirit You have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to show forth Your glory in all the world. Therefore, we praise You, 
joining our voices with choirs of angels and with the faithful of every time 
and place, who forever sing to the glory of Your name: 

 Sanctus (in song)

 

 Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread 

 Communion Hymns   #204 òAway in a Mangeró 
  #219 òAll Praise to Thee, Eternal Lordó 

 Prayer after Communion (in unison) 
We thank You, O God, that through Word and Sacrament, You have 
given us Your Son who is the true bread from heaven and food of 
eternal life. We ask that the gifts of Your grace would strengthen 
and preserve us steadfast in the true faith now and forever. By Your 
Holy Spirit enable us to serve our neighbors so that You may be 
glorified, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ÀClosing Hymn   #226 òAs with Gladness Men of Oldó  

ÀBenediction 

ÀBenediction Response   òThree-fold Amenó 

 



 Serving Today 
Elder:  Fred Weber 
Piano:  Connie Van Til 
Violin:  Gloria Janke 
Sound Board:  Kyle Peterson 
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Announcements 
 

 After Todayõs Serviceé 
Please join us for some fellowship and light refreshment (there will be no 
follow-up teaching today).  

 Next Sunday, January 6, 2008 
Pastor Dan Millward will be preaching on Genesis 24:1-67. 

  Hymns: Insert òPraise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Himó 
  Insert òMy Hope is in the Lordó 
  #188 òJesus, I Am Resting, Resting 
  #691 òIt is Well with My Souló 

  The Lordõs Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for 
preparation and prayer. 

 Sunday, January 27 - Our first quarterly benevolence offering for 2008 will 
be collected on this Sunday.  

 Church Website - Donõt forget to regularly check our church website at 
http://redeemertraversecity.org. The site features articles, audio sermons, 
worship bulletins, hymns with music and lyrics for the upcoming worship 
service, and more. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Points to Ponder 
 

Looking Up 

The Bible says, òWe are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, the home of righteousnessó (2 Peter 3:13). A new heaven and a new 
earth, where people are in òright standingó with God. What an astounding 
place it will be! The book of Johnõs visionsñRevelationñdescribes òthe 
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husbandó (21:2). Imagine a 
glittering twelve-layered celestial city made of pure, transparent gold, with 
jasper city walls more than two hundred feet thick and twelve foundations 
inlaid with precious gems. The proportions of the city are identical to King 
Solomonõs construction of the Holy of Holies in the ancient temple in 
Jerusalem, where the ark of the covenant rested. The only difference is that 
while the original inner sanctuary was thirty feet long, thirty feet wide, and 
thirty feet high, the New Jerusalem is said to be about a quarter of a million 
times larger. There is no temple in heaven, because God himself will be its 
temple. Just as Godõs presence filled the Holy of Holies, so his glory fills 
heavenõs Holy City. 

Are these descriptions hard to picture? I used to have a tough time 
getting excited about the biblical descriptions of heaven. Although rainbow 
thrones and pearly gates sounded beautiful, they didnõt seem as appealing as 
Pikeõs Peak on a cloudless day. But then I was reminded by a good friend 
that those symbols are simply meant to give our faith something to hold 
onto. Just as a sign that says òChicago: 50 milesó isnõt the city itself, our 
limited human language and imagination canõt begin to picture all that God 
has in store. Yet we know that heaven will be far more glorious than the 
most gorgeous places in our world today. òNo eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love himó (1 
Cor. 2:9). But look beyond the glitter and gold, because heaven is more than 
a place. Itõs God dwelling with us. 
ñJohn N. Akers, John H. Armstrong and John D. Woodbridge, This We 

Believe: The Good News of Jesus Christ for the World, 162. 
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Scripture Readings for this Week 

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice 
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament during a two-year cycle. The 
readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year. (Please note that during various seasons 

of the Church year, certain readings often repeat.) 

Sun.  Psalm 150:1-6  1 Kings 17:17-24  3 John 1-15  John 4:46-54  

Mon.  Psalm 145:1-21  1 Kings 3:5-14  James 4:13-5:11  John 5:1-15  

Tue.  Psalm 146:1-10  Isaiah 62:1-12  Rev. 19:11-16  Matt. 1:18-25  

Wed.  Psalm 147:1-11  1 Kings 19:1-8  Eph. 4:1-16  John 6:1-14  

Thu.  Psalm 147:12-20  1 Kings 19:9-18  Eph. 4:17-32  John 6:15-27  

Fri.  Psalm 148:1-14  Joshua 3:14-4:7  Eph. 5:1-20  John 9:1-38  

Sat.  Psalm 149:1-9  Jonah 2:2-9  Eph. 6:10-20  John 11:17-44 
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