
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Therefore its name was called Babel,  
because there the Lord confused the language  

of the whole earth;  
and from there the Lord scattered them abroad  

over the face of the whole earth. 
ñGenesis 11:9 
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Preparation for Worship:  Psalm 55:1-11 
Prelude 
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Order of  Worship 

 Call to Worship   Psalm 66:1, 3a, 5 Pastor Dan Millward 

ÀOpening Hymn   #164 òO For A Thousand Tongues to Singó  

ÀInvocation  Psalm 146:5, 7-10 

Pastor:  How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob. 
People:  Whose hope is in the Lord his God. 
Pastor:  The Lord sets the prisoners free. 
People:  The Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
Pastor:  The Lord raises up those who are bowed down. 
People:  The Lord loves the righteous. 
Pastor:  The Lord thwarts the way of the wicked.  
All:  The Lord will reign forever, Praise the Lord! 
Pastor:  Let us pray.  

ÀGodõs Greeting   
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

ÀResponse (in song)   #342 òChrist is Made the Sure Foundationó  v. 5 
Laud and honor to the Father, 
Laud and honor to the Son, 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, 
Ever Three and ever One, 
One in might, and One in glory, 
While unending ages run.   

 The Law of God    Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18 
Pastor:  Our covenant God reveals His will in these two verses:  òYou 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might.ó òYou shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge 
against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself; I am the Lord.ó Godõs law clearly reveals that we are accountable 
to Him. We do not live up to the perfect standard of His righteousness. 
Therefore, with one voice, let us confess our sins to Him. 

 À=Congregation stands. 



 Confession of Sin (in unison) 
Gracious heavenly Father, we have heard Your word and are grieved 
by our sinfulness. We have not loved or served You as we should, 
but instead often ignore Your covenant with us. We have not always 
honored and revered Your name, but instead have abused it. We 
have also disregarded Your word and do not always listen and learn 
it. Nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. Instead, we often 
behave selfishly and unkindly. For these and all our sins, we ask for 
mercy, grace, and pardon. 

 Declaration of Forgiveness    John 1:12; Philippians 1:6 
Pastor:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in 
Jesus Christ, He gives the power to become the children of God and 
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Do you believe that Jesus Christ, by His 
perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection, has atoned for your 
sins and satisfied the wrath of God toward you? 
People:  We do. 
Pastor:  In the name of Christ and by the authority of His Word I declare 
to you that your sins are forgiven.  May the Lord, who has begun this good 
work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

ÀHymn of Assurance   #389 òThis Is the Day the Lord Has Madeó  

ÀPrayer for Illumination Dave Schafer 

 Scripture Reading   Acts 2:1-13  
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

 Sermon Text Reading   Genesis 11:1-9 Pastor Dan Millward 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon   òThe Tower of Babeló 

 Giving of Godõs Tithes and Our Offering 

 Prayers of Intercession (followed by the Lordõs Prayer) 
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Holy Communion 

 Invitation to the Lordõs Table 
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or those 
who have been approved by the Session, may participate in the Lordõs Supper.  (Note about 

Communion wine:  the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings contain non-alcoholic wine.) 

 Affirmation of Faith   Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made,  
 being of one substance with the Father; 
 by whom all things were made. 
 Who for us and for our salvation  
  came down from heaven, 
  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
  and was made man; 
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
  He suffered and was buried, 
  and the third day He rose again 
  according to the Scriptures; 
  and ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
  and He shall come again, with glory, 
  to judge both the living and the dead; 
  whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets; 
 and we believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church; 
 we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
 and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

   *The word òcatholicó means òuniversal.ó  



 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Truly it is right and our greatest joy to give thanks to You  
heavenly Father, at all times and in every place.  We ask that You would 
take these common elements of bread and wine and set them apart for 
holy use to strengthen and edify Your people. We praise You, joining our 
voices with choirs of angels, and with all the faithful of every time and 
place, who forever sing to the glory of Your name: 

 
 Sanctus (in song)

 

 Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread 

 Communion Hymn   #378 òHere, O My Lord I See Thee Face to Faceó 

 Prayer after Communion (in unison) 
Our Gracious Heavenly Father, we acknowledge the great mystery of 
this holy feast. Although we are unworthy to share in this meal, dressed 
in Christ's righteousness we have come boldly to the Holy Supper. 
Instead of wrath, we have received Your pardon; in the place of fear we 
have been given hope. Please strengthen us by these gifts so that, 
relying only on Your promise, we may, by Your Spirit, honor You in all 
we do, to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



ÀClosing Hymn   #36 òLord, Thou Hast Searched Meó  

ÀBenediction 

ÀBenediction Response   òThree-fold Amenó 
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Announcements 
 

 After Todayõs Serviceé 
Please join us for some great food and fellowship at our monthly Covered 
Dish Luncheon.  

 Next Sunday, October 7 
Pastor Dan Millward will be preaching on Genesis 11:27-12:9. 

  Hymns: #34 òThe God of Abraham Praiseó 
  #131 òChildren of the Heavenly Fatheró 
  #420 òAt the Lambõs High Feast We Singó 
  #676 òDay by Day and with Each Passing Momentó 

  The Lordõs Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for preparation 
and prayer. 

 Bi-weekly Study Groups are beginning! Be sure to get involved for a great time 
of learning and fellowship. For more information, please see the group leader. 
òPleasing Godó - every other Wednesday at the Fred Weber home. Next 
meeting will be October 10th, 6:30pm to 8:30pm. (Leader:  David Peterson) 
òChosen By Godó - every other Sunday at the Husted home. Begins tonight, 
6pm to 8pm. (Leader:  Forbes Husted) 
òHath God Saidó - every other Sunday at the Hendrian home. Begins 
tonight, 6pm to 8pm. (Leader:  Bill Hendrian) 

 Tuesday, October 2, 10:00am - Ladiesõ Monthly Prayer Gathering at the 
back room of Espresso Bay on Front Street. Hope to see you there! 

 Thursday, October 4, 9:30am will be our first Ladiesõ Study Group.  We will 
be studying How to Become a Titus 2 Woman. We will meet at the home of 
Katina Gibson every other week. Books are available today in the narthex. 
Plan to attend. 

 Thursday, October 4, 6:30pm will be our first evening Ladiesõ Study Group 
for those who are unable to attend the morning group. We will be doing the 
same study as the morning group except we will  meet once a month at 
Espresso Bay in their backroom. If you have any questions contact Laura 
Millward.   



Points to Ponder 
 

The Tower of Babel 

Adam fell in the garden, and his son Cain went out and built the City of 
Man in defiance of God (Gen. 4:17). Similarly, Ham fell in Noahõs vineyard, 
and Hamõs descendent Nimrod built two great cities in defiance of God, 
Babylon (Babel) and Nineveh (Gen. 10:8ð12). God permitted Cainõs sin to 
permeate the earth until the flood; but God promised never again to curse 
the creation in future judgments against humankind because of the evil 
intents of their hearts (Gen. 8:21). When next he acted in judgment God 
broke up the ungodly civilization of Nimrod after the flood. 

In Genesis 11 the people were united in language and belief. They set 
about to build a city for themselves, with a tower in the middle that would 
òreach to heavenó: a religious center for their anti-God faith. They hardly 
reached heaven; rather, God had to òcome downó to see their puny tower. 
God declared that a unified humanity would have such great power that 
ònothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.ó To prevent evil from 
developing to its pre-flood strength, God rent their work simply by 
confounding their speech. Finding they could not understand one another, 
they had to abort the tower project. 

Babel teaches several lessons: First, attempts to create a one-world 
language are doomed to failure, as are attempts to found a one-world 
humanist state. Second, God intends humanity to exist in nations and have 
languages and cultures, each uniquely and beautifully reflecting his image and 
glory. 

Third, while God frustrates the attempts of the wicked to achieve unity, 
he desires that Christians act in unity. Jesus prays for the unity of believers, 
and when we act as one, nothing we legitimately desire will be withheld (John 
17:22ð23). Finally, as a sign of the unity of Godõs kingdom, God transformed 
the Babelic judgment into a blessing on Pentecost by enabling people to 
understand one anotherõs languages (Acts 2:5ð12). 

ñR. C. Sproul, Before the Face of God, Vol. 3. 



 The Session (Pastor and Elders) 
Rev. Daniel Millward, Pastor .............................................................. 922-7270 
David Schafer ........................................................................................ 946-5501 
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Fred Weber ............................................................................................ 947-0426 

 The Deacons 
Jerry DeVries ......................................................................................... 938-2317 
Ethan Van Til ........................................................................................ 933-1130 
C. J. Weber ............................................................................................. 275-3475 

 

 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 

P.O. Box 4113, Traverse City, MI 49685-4113 
(231) 946-1700 

www.redeemertraversecity.org 
Worship:  Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

Scripture Readings for this Week 

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice 
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament during a two-year cycle. The 
readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year. (Please note that during various seasons 

of the Church year, the Psalm readings often repeat.) 

Sun.  Psalm 108:1-13  2 Kings 17:1-18  Acts 9:36-43  Luke 5:1-11  

Mon.  Psalm 62:1-12  2 Kings 17:24-41  1 Cor. 7:25-31  Matt. 6:25-34  

Tue.  Psalm 12:1-8  2 Chr. 29:1-3; 30:1-27  1 Cor. 7:32-40  Matt. 7:1-12  

Wed.  Psalm 96:1-13  2 Kings 18:9-25  1 Cor. 8:1-13  Matt. 7:13-21  

Thu.  Psalm 116:1-19  2 Kings 18:28-37  1 Cor. 9:1-15  Matt. 7:22-29  

Fri.  Psalm 84:1-12  2 Kings 19:1-20  1 Cor. 9:16-27  Matt. 8:1-17  

Sat.  Psalm 63:1-11  2 Kings 19:21-36  1 Cor. 10:1-13  Matt. 8:18-27 
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