
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pure and undefiled religion  
in the sight of our God and Father is this:  

to visit orphans and widows in their distress,  
and to keep oneself unstained by the world.  

ñJames 1:27 

The Lordõs Day ñ Ju n e  1 7 ,  20 07 

C oven an t  R en ewa l  S e r v i ce 

 



Preparation for Worship:  Psalm 119:9-16 
Prelude 

ñññññññññññ 

Order of  Worship 

 Call to Worship   Psalm 108:3-4 Pastor Dan Millward 

ÀOpening Hymn   #57 òHallelujah, Praise Jehovah, O My Souló   

ÀInvocation  Psalm 19:7-9 
Pastor:  The law of the Lord is perfect. 
People:  Restoring the soul. 
Pastor:  The testimony of the Lord is sure. 
People:  Making wise the simple.  
Pastor:  The precepts of the Lord are right. 
People:  Rejoicing the heart. 
Pastor:  The commandment of the Lord is pure. 
People:  Enlightening the eyes.  
Pastor:  The fear of the Lord is clean 
People:  Enduring forever. 
Pastor:  The judgments of the Lord are true. 
People:  They are righteous altogether. 
Pastor:  Let us pray.  

ÀGodõs Greeting   
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

ÀResponse (in song)   òDoxologyó 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

 The Law of God (in song)   #724 òThe Ten Commandmentsó 

 Confession of Sin (in unison) 
Almighty God, we open our hearts to You in sorrow for our sins. We 
have not loved You as we know we should. We have not always 
treated others in a kindly and loving way. We have sinned in our 
thoughts, words, and actions. For the sake of Jesus, Your Son, 

 À=Congregation stands. 



forgive our sins. Grant us Your Holy Spirit to strengthen our resolve 
to live a life that is more pleasing to You. Amen. 

 Declaration of Forgiveness    Hebrews 4:14-15; 7:25 
Pastor:  Now lift your heads and hear the good news! òWe have a great 
high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God. . . . 
[He] has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. . . . 
Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.ó Do 
you believe that Jesus Christ, by His perfect life, sacrificial death, and 
glorious resurrection, has atoned for your sins and satisfied the wrath of 
God toward you? 
People:  We do. 
Pastor:  In the name of Christ and by the authority of His Word, be at 
peace and know that your sins are forgiven.  

ÀHymn of Assurance   #150 òThe Law of God is Good and Wiseó  

ÀPrayer for Illumination Fred Weber 

 Old Testament Reading    Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9.   
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

 Sermon Text Reading   James 1:19-2:13 Pastor Dan Millward 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon   òTrue Religionó 

 Giving of Godõs Tithes and Our Offering 

 Prayers of Intercession  

 The Lordõs Prayer (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

[Communion liturgy begins on the following page.] 

 



Holy Communion 

 Invitation to the Lordõs Table 
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or those 
who have been approved by the Session, may participate in the Lordõs Supper.  (Note about 

Communion wine:  the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings contain non-alcoholic wine.) 

 Affirmation of Faith   Apostlesõ Creed 
Pastor:  Do you believe in God? 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 

  Pastor:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  Pastor:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by 
water and the Holy Spirit You have made us a new people in Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to show forth Your glory in all the world. Therefore, we praise 



You, joining our voices with choirs of angels and with the faithful of every 
time and place, who forever sing to the glory of Your name: 

 Sanctus (in song)

 

 Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread 

 Communion Hymn   #168 òI Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Artó 

 Prayer after Communion (in unison) 
We thank You, O God, that through Word and Sacrament, You have 
given us Your Son who is the true bread from heaven and food of 
eternal life. We ask that the gifts of Your grace would strengthen 
and preserve us steadfast in the true faith now and forever. By Your 
Holy Spirit enable us to serve our neighbors so that You may be 
glorified, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ÀClosing Hymn   #463 òA Debtor to Mercy Aloneó  

ÀBenediction 

ÀBenediction Response   òThree-fold Amenó 
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 Serving Today 
Elder:  Fred Weber 
Piano:  Nicole Gentry 
Sound Board:  Will Hendrian 



Announcements 
 

 After Todayõs Serviceé 
Please join us for some light refreshment and an extended time of 
fellowship (there will be no follow-up teaching).  

 Next Sunday, June 24 
Rev. David Sarafolean will be preaching on Matthew 12:1-21. 

  Hymns: #165 òYe Servants of God, Your Master Proclaimó 
  #181 òWe Come, O Christ, to Youó 
  #146 òBreak Thou the Bread of Lifeó 
  #263 òLift High the Crossó 

  The Lordõs Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for 
preparation and prayer. 

  Next Sunday will also be our monthly Covered Dish Luncheon. Plan to 
attend for a great time of fellowship and home-cooked food. Dessert will 
be provided, so please bring a hearty main dish, salad, or side dish to 
share. 

 Friday, June 29, 7pm to 11pm - The Church is sponsoring a bonfire, 
which will be at the Millward beach. If you would like to go swimming 
you may arrive as early as 3pm.  A grill will be available for those who 
would like to bring their dinner.  Please bring your own lawn chairs, 
towels, snacks, burgers, hotdogs, beverages, etc.  

 
 

Current Sermon Series:  The Book of  James 
 
 The epistle of James, written by Jesusõ brother, is a treasure house of theological 
truth and practical teaching. Hereõs a brief overview of the current sermon titles 
and texts for the series. 

 
1. Perseverance Under Trial (James 1:1-18) 
2. True Religion (James 1:19-2:13) 
3. Faith and Works (James 2:14-26) 
4. Tongue Control (James 3:1-12) 
5. Wisdom From Above (James 3:13-4:12) 
6. A Human Vapor (James 4:13-5:6) 
7. Prayer That Availeth Much (James 5:7-20) 

 



Points to Ponder 
 

Pure and Undefiled Religion 
 

[According to James, one] proper reaction to the Word of God is the 
willingness to apply it to oneõs life without selfishness, with genuine concern for 
the welfare of others, especially those in great need. Pure and undefiled religion 
in the sight of our God and Father is to serve them with love and compassion. 
Jesus said, òBy this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one anotheró (John 13:35). 

Katharos (pure) and amiantos (undefiled) are synonyms, the first emphasizing 
cleanliness, the second denoting freedom from contamination. James is not 
speaking of what may seem best to us, best to the world, or even best to fellow 
believers, but what is best in the sight of our God and Father. The genuineness 
of anyoneõs religion is not determined by his or her own qualifications or 
standards but by Godõs. The greatest spiritual mistake of the scribes, Pharisees, 
and other Jewish leaders who opposed Jesus was in that very regard. They had 
replaced Godõs standards in the Law with their own man-made traditions. Of 
such men Jesus said, òYou invalidated the word of God for the sake of your 
tradition. You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you: ôThis people 
honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Meõ ó (Matt. 15:6bð8). 

Episkeptomai (to visit) means much more than to drop by for a chat. It carries 
the ideas of caring for others, exercising oversight on their behalf, and of helping 
them in whatever way is needed. It is from the same root as episkopos, which 
means òoverseeró and is sometimes translated òbishopó (see the NASB and KJV 
texts of Acts 20:28; Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:7; 1 Peter 2:25). Episkeptomai is 
used frequently in the New Testament of Godõs visiting His people in order to 
help, strengthen, and encourage them (see, e.g., Luke 1:68, 78; 7:16; Acts 
15:14 KJV; the NASB reading uses the expression òhow God first concerned 
Himself aboutó; and Heb. 2:6 KJV; the NASB reading uses the expression 
òconcerned aboutó). 

In speaking of the separation of the sheep and goats in the day of judgment, 
Jesus used the word to describe those who truly belong to and love Him, saying, 
òI was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you 
clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to 
Meó (Matt. 25:35ð36, emphasis added). Actually, all of those ways of ministering 
could be included broadly under episkeptomai. To visit in a way that is pleasing to 
our God and Father is to meet as best we can all the needs of orphans and 
widows and any others in their distress. 
ñJohn MacArthur, James:  The MacArthur NT Commentary, p. 89. 
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Scripture Readings for this Week 

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice 
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament during a two-year cycle. The 
readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year. (Please note that during various seasons 

of the Church year, the Psalm readings often repeat.) 

Sun.  Psalm 103  Exodus 6:2-13; 7:1-6  Revelation 15:1-8  Matthew 18:1-14  

Mon.  Psalm 5  1 Samuel 1:1-20  Acts 1:1-14  Luke 20:9-19  

Tue.  Psalm 42  1 Samuel 1:21-2:11  Acts 1:15-26  Luke 20:19-26  

Wed.  Psalm 89:1-18  1 Samuel 2:12-26  Acts 2:1-21  Luke 20:27-40  

Thu.  Psalm 97  1 Samuel 2:27-36  Acts 2:22-36  Luke 20:41-21:4  

Fri.  Psalm 51  1 Samuel 3:1-21  Acts 2:37-47  Luke 21:5-19  

Sat.  Psalm 104  1 Samuel 4:1b-11  Acts 4:32-5:11  Luke 21:20-28  
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