
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jesus said to her, òStop clinging to Me,  
for I have not yet ascended to the Father;  
but go to My brethren and say to them,  
ôI ascend to My Father and your Father,  
and My God and your God.õ ó  

ñJohn 20:17 

The Lordõs Day ñ Ap r i l  8 ,  20 07 

C oven an t  R en ewa l  S e r v i ce 

E as t e r  S u n d a y 



Preparation for Worship:  Psalm 118:15-29 
Prelude:  òThe Royal Banners Forward Goó  Thomas Gieschen  

ñññññññññññ 
Order of  Worship 

 Call to Worship   1 Peter 1:20-21 Pastor Dan Millward 

ÀOpening Hymn   #286 òWorship Christ, the Risen King!ó  

ÀInvocation  from Luke 24:34, 1 Peter 1:3-4, Eph. 5:8  

Pastor: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Pastor: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People: Who according to His great mercy has given us new life and 
hope, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
Pastor: To obtain an inheritance which is imperishable. 
People: He has brought us out of darkness.  He has made us 
children of Light. 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
Pastor:  Let us pray. 

ÀGodõs Greeting   
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

ÀResponse (in song)   #283 òAlleluia! Alleluia!ó      v. 3  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia to the Savior, Who has won the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, Fount of love and sanctity; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! To the Triune Majesty. 

 The Law of God  1 Peter 1:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 2:12 
Pastor:  As the children of God, we are called to obedience and 
conformity to Christ. Like the Holy One who called us, we are to be holy 
in all our behavior, just as it is written:  YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I 
AM HOLY. Yet, because of our flesh we fall short and do not live in a 
manner worthy of the God who called us into His own kingdom and 
glory. Therefore, let us repent, confess our sins, and seek God's mercy and 
forgiveness. 

 

 À=Congregation stands. 



 Confession of Sin (in unison) 
Gracious Heavenly Father, because of our fallen nature, we have not 
lived in accordance with Your holiness. We have transgressed Your 
laws and failed to keep Your commands. There are those we have 
hurt, and those we have failed to help. Our thoughts and desires are 
stained with sin. Therefore, merciful Father, we confess to You all 
our sins with which we have offended You. We are truly sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them. And we pray according to Your 
boundless mercy, and for the sake of Christ, that You would be 
gracious and merciful to us. Amen. 

 Declaration of Forgiveness     1 Corinthians 15:55-56; John 11:25-26 

Pastor: òO death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?  
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; Jesus said to 
Martha, òI am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live 
even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.  
Do you believe this?ó 
People:  We do. 
Pastor:  In the name of Christ and by the authority of His Word, be at 
peace and know that your sins are forgiven. 

 Exhortation   Romans 6:8-11 
Pastor:  Having received God's mercy and forgiveness, and having been 
delivered from all evil, let us receive instruction from Godõs Word so that 
we may live in thankfulness to Him. [Reading] 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

ÀHymn of Assurance   #275 òThe Strife Is Oõer, the Battle Doneó  

ÀPrayer for Illumination Dirk Van Til 

 Old Testament Reading   Isaiah 25:6-9  
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

 Sermon Text Reading   John 20:1-18 Pastor  Dan Millward 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon   òRight Hand of the Fatheró 

 Giving of Godõs Tithes and Our Offering 



 Prayers of Intercession  

 The Lordõs Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen.  

Holy Communion 

 Invitation to the Lordõs Table 
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or those 
who have been approved by the Session, may participate in the Lordõs Supper.  (Note about 

Communion wine:  the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings contain non-alcoholic wine.) 

 Affirmation of Faith   Apostlesõ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, Holy Lord, Almighty Father and Everlasting 
God.  We praise You for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for He is the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered for 
us and has taken away the sins of the world.  By His death He has 
destroyed death, and by His rising to life again He has restored to us 
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and with all the company of heaven 
and earth we magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
singing:  

 Sanctus 
 

 Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread 

 Communion Hymn   #267 òThe Day of Resurrection!ó 

 Prayer after Communion (in unison) 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that You have fed us in this 
Sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the 
heavenly banquet in Your eternal kingdom.  Send us out in the 
power of Your Spirit, to live and work to Your praise and glory, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

ÀClosing Hymn   #277 òChrist the Lord Is Risen Todayó vv.1-4 

ÀBenediction   Hebrews 13:20-21 

ÀBenediction Response   òThree-fold Amenó 



 Serving Today 
Elder:  Dirk Van Til 
Piano:  Nicole Gentry 
Sound Board:  Kyle Peterson 

 
Announcements 

 
 We will not have our regular follow-up teaching after this morningõs service. 

 Next Sunday, April 15 
Pastor Dan Millward will be preaching on Revelation 1:4-8. 

  Hymns: #7 òFrom All That Dwell Below the Skiesó 
  Insert òWonderful, Merciful Savioró 
  #188 òJesus, I Am Restingó 
  #172 òLet Us Love and Sing and Wonderó 

  The Lordõs Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for 
preparation and prayer. 

 Next Sunday is our quarterly Benevolence Offering. Please pray and plan 
appropriately for this opportunity to give to those in need. 

 Historical Church Calendar - The Easter Season consists of seven 
Sundays beginning with Easter Sunday and continuing through May 20th.  
The pastorõs stole during this season is white, which represents purity and 
reminds us of the sinless righteousness of Christ in which all believers are 
robed.   

 Church Website - Donõt forget to regularly check our church website at 
http://redeemertraversecity.org. There you will find articles, audio 
sermons, and the hymns with  music and lyrics for the upcoming worship 
service. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Points to Ponder 
 

Christõs Resurrection, Ascension, and Session 
 
For Christ the resurrection marked the transition from his state of humiliation 

to exaltation. It marked the conclusion of his suffering and actual work of 
atonement. It was the vindication of his own claims that he would rise from the 
dead. . . . By rising he conquered sin and death, thus crowning his work on the cross. 

By vindicating his claims to us, the resurrection also vindicated his claims of deity 
to us, and became a declaration of his deity. The fact of Christ's resurrection also 
attests to us the completion of the atonement, and the acceptance of the same by the 
Father. It thus became the crowning basis of our justification, regeneration, and final 
resurrection. His and our enemies were defeated, even the last, namely, death. 

The ascension of Christ back to heaven was the necessary completion of the 
resurrection. The ascension involved the visible ascent of the person of Christ in his 
human nature. . . . It was necessary as a part of the priestly work of Christ to enter 
into the Holy of Holies with his own blood. In this connection he was going to 
prepare a place for us, and a way for us to come to that place. By taking our human 
nature to the throne of God, he gives us great assurance that we too may be made fit 
through his sacrifice to enter into the very presence of God. Further, the blessings 
that we now receive in the gift of the Holy Spirit were dependent upon his going 
away. Thus, not only was it necessary that he accomplish redemption on the Cross, 
but it was also necessary that he apply that redemption to us through the Holy Spirit, 
which he sent forth from the throne of God, after he had ascended up to Heaven. 

The Scripture speaks of the session of Christ at the right hand of God. Christ 
predicted it of himself. Peter spoke of it in his sermons, Acts 2:33-36; 5:31. Other 
passages mentioning this aspect of his work are, Eph. 1:20-22; Heb. 1:3; 10:12; 1 Pet. 
3:22; Rev. 3:21; 22:1. Other passages speak of Christ's reigning as King, Rom. 14:9; 1 
or. 15:24-28; Heb. 2:7-8. 

The significance of the session is that of glorification, and of inauguration to the 
royal office as the God-man. It had been prophesied in Ps. 110:1, "Sit thou at my 
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool." As we have already indicated, 
he was Lord by virtue of his deity, but the Kingship as Mediator is something that 
came as reward for his completed work on the Cross. The mention of sitting at the 
right hand of God should not be taken to mean that he is no longer active as our 
Mediator. The Scripture represents him in various forms of activity, sitting and being 
at the right hand of God, and walking in the midst of the candlesticks. 

The work which he performs there includes the three offices that we have 
already observed him doing as our Mediator, namely, prophetic, priestly, and royal. 
As the Prophet he sends the Holy Spirit to guide his Church into all truth. He gave 
the Scripture through the Holy Spirit. As the Priest he presents the blood of his own 
sacrifice, and makes continual intercession for us. As King he rules over all the 
universe to set it in order, and to bring all things into subjection to himself. 

 ñAdapted from Morton H. Smith, Systematic Theology, Vol. 1, pg. 421-422. 
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Worship:  Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

Scripture Readings for this Week 

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice 
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament during a two-year cycle. The 

readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year. 

Sun.  Psalm 93  Exodus 12:1-14  Isaiah 51:9-11  Luke 24:13-35 

Mon.  Psalm 97  Jonah 2:1-10  Acts 2:14, 22-32  John 14:1-14  

Tue.  Psalm 98  Isaiah 30:18-26  Acts 2:36-47  John 14:15-31  

Wed.  Psalm 99  Micah 7:7-15  Acts 3:1-10  John 15:1-11  

Thu.  Psalm 47  Ezekiel 37:1-14  Acts 3:11-26  John 15:12-27  

Fri.  Psalm 96  Daniel 12:1-4, 13  Acts 4:1-12  John 16:1-15  

Sat.  Psalm 92  Isaiah 25:1-9  Acts 4:13-31  John 16:16-33 


