
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

I can do all things  
through Him who strengthens me.  

—Philippians 4:13 

The Lord’s Day — Ma rch  25 ,  20 07 

C oven an t  R en ewa l  S e r v i ce 

 



Preparation for Worship:  Psalm 111 
Prelude:  “When I Survey”  arr. Rouse 

——————————— 
Order of  Worship 

 Call to Worship   Psalm 30:4 Pastor Dan Millward 

†Opening Hymn   #54 “Hallelujah! Raise, O Raise”  

†Invocation  Psalm 111:2-4 
Pastor:  Great are the works of the Lord;  
People:  They are studied by all who delight in them.  
Pastor:  Splendid and majestic is His work,  
People:  And His righteousness endures forever.  
Pastor:  He has made His wonders to be remembered;  
People:  The Lord is gracious and compassionate.  
Pastor:  Let us pray. 

†God’s Greeting   
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

†Response (in song)   “Thy Strong Word” v.4 Tune:  Ebenezer 

God the Father, Light-creator, 
To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light revealer, 
Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
Praise the Holy Trinity! 

 The Law of God  1 John 5:10 

Pastor:  God is light and in Him is no darkness. If we say we have 
fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live 
according to the truth. But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses 
us from all unrighteousness. Let us therefore confess our sins before 
almighty God. 

 †=Congregation stands. 



 Confession of Sin   (in unison) 
Almighty God, merciful Father, we poor sinners confess that we are 
by nature, sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You, 
in thought, word, and deed; therefore we flee for refuge to Your 
boundless mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace. Father, since 
You have given Your only begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on 
us, and for His sake, grant us forgiveness of all our sins; and by Your 
Holy Spirit, increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will 
and true obedience to Your Word, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 Declaration of Forgiveness     Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
Pastor:  The Scriptures declare that “The Lord is compassionate and 
gracious, Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness. He has not dealt 
with us according to our sins, Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His 
lovingkindness toward those who fear Him. As far as the east is from the 
west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.” Brothers and 
sisters, you have confessed your sins to Almighty God, and have just now 
heard His promise of salvation. Do you believe that Jesus Christ, by his 
perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection, has atoned for your 
sins and satisfied the wrath of God toward you? 
People:  We do. 
Pastor:  In the name of Christ and by the authority of His Word, be at 
peace and know that your sins are forgiven. 

†Hymn of Assurance   #95 “Though Troubles Assail Us”  

†Prayer for Illumination Dirk Van Til 

 Gospel Reading   John 15:1-11  
Reader:  This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

 Sermon Text Reading   Philippians 4:10-23 Pastor  Dan Millward 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon   “The Secret of Contentment” 

 Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offering 

 Offertory Hymn   #559 “Father, I Know That All My Life” 

 Prayers of Intercession (followed by the Lord’s Prayer) 



Holy Communion 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or those 
who have been approved by the Session, may participate in the Lordõs Supper.  (Note about 

Communion wine:  the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings contain non-alcoholic wine.) 

 Affirmation of Faith   Apostles’ Creed 
Pastor:  Do you believe in God? 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 

  Pastor:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  Pastor:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor: Holy God, Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, with joy 
we praise You and give thanks to Your name. Great and wonderful are 
Your works. Your ways are just and true. Therefore we lift our hearts in 
joyful praise, joining our voices with choirs of angels and with the faithful 
of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of Your name: 



 Sanctus (in song) 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of His glory,  
The whole earth is full of His glory, 
The whole earth is full of His glory. 
Holy is the Lord. 

 Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread 

 Communion Hymn   #472 “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Wretched” 

 Prayer after Communion (in unison) 
We give You most hearty thanks, O Lord, for all the mercies You 
have shown us, Your people. We especially praise You for the 
Supper of Your Son in which You give us a foretaste of the feast of 
heaven. We thank You for the spiritual food of our Lord’s body and 
blood, and ask that You sustain us on our journey through this 
troubled life, until the veil of this present age is lifted, and we see 
You face to face. We pray, O Father, in the power of Your Spirit and 
in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

†Closing Hymn   #125 “Let All Things Now Living” 

†Benediction 

†Benediction Response   “Three-fold Amen” 

——————————— 

 Serving Today 
Elder:  Dirk Van Til 
Piano:  Connie Van Til 
Sound Board:  Kyle Peterson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 

 After Today’s Service… 
Please join us for some fellowship and light refreshment followed by 
Pastor Millward’s continued teaching on today’s sermon text/topic. 

 Next Sunday (April 1) 
Pastor Dan Millward will be preaching on John 12:1-26.  

  Hymns: Insert “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 
  #470 “How Vast the Benefits Divine”  
  #422 “’Twas On That Night When Doomed to Know” 
  #235 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

  The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for 
preparation and prayer. 

 Friday, April 6, 3pm - Good Friday Service will be held here at the 
church. 

 Church Website - Don’t forget to regularly check our church website at 
http://redeemertraversecity.org. There you will find articles, audio 
sermons, and even music and hymn lyrics for the upcoming worship 
service. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Points to Ponder 
 

The effects or fruits of contentment are: 
  (1) A being pleased with given circumstances since it is the will of God. 
"Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities" (2 Cor. 12:10). 
  (2) A quiet confidence. This is not a being careless and insensitive, but an active 
embracing of the will of God which causes believers to be silent--not reluctantly or 
in discouragement, but in believing submission. "I was dumb, I opened not my 
mouth; because Thou didst it" (Ps. 39:9). 
  (3) A cheerful or joyful disposition. This does not pertain to one's tribulations as 
such. "No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous" (Heb. 
12:11). The will of God makes that which is bitter sweet, however, and therefore the 
apostle says, "We glory in tribulations also" (Rom. 5:3); "My brethren, count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations" (James 1:2). 
  (4) Gratitude. A Christian views the hand of God as being the hand of a loving 
father. He knows from experience that it is good for him to be afflicted and that He 
afflicts in faithfulness. Therefore he gives thanks to God in everything (1 Thess. 
5:18), and says with Job, "The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed 
be the name of the LORD" (Job 1:21). 
  (5) A resting and trusting in the Lord's providence. A contented person finds 
such delight in the will of God that he has neither concern for the present nor for 
the future, since he believes that God is his Father and that therefore all--whatever 
God brings upon him--will be well and to his advantage. He is therefore confident 
and well-satisfied. "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my 
fortress: my God; in Him will I trust" (Ps. 91:1-2). 
  (6) Spiritual growth. By way of contentment we shall escape many obstacles 
which hinder us in the practice of godliness. Malcontent either engenders many sins 
and keeps us in a sinful condition, or it impedes the practice of many virtues. By way 
of contentment we shall "lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us," which will enable us to "run with patience the race that is set before 
us" (Heb. 12:1). Only when we bear our cross with contentment, will the cross be to 
our benefit and we be sanctified by it (Heb. 12:10). If we may glory in tribulation 
then tribulation will work "patience; and patience, experience; and experience, 
hope" (Rom. 5:3-4). Then the cross becomes a school. "Blessed is the man whom 
Thou chastenest, O LORD, and teachest him out of Thy law" (Ps. 94:12). 
  (7) That God is glorified thereby, for believers thus demonstrate that the Lord is 
sovereign and may do with His creature according to His good pleasure. They then 
manifest that God is all-sufficient and that, when having God, we can miss 
everything else. Then it will become manifest that God is good, faithful, true, wise, 
and omnipotent. "That the trial of your faith...might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 1:7); "Yet if any man 
suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 
behalf" (1 Pet. 4:16). 
 —Wilhelmus aBrakel, The Christian's Reasonable Service, Vol. 3. 
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Scripture Readings for this Week 

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice 
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament during a two-year cycle. The 

readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year. 

Sun.  Psalm 84  Jeremiah 23:16-32  1 Corinthians 9:19-27  Mark 8:31-9:1  

Mon.  Psalm 119:73-80  Jeremiah 24:1-10  Romans 9:19-33  John 9:1-17  

Tue.  Psalm 34  Jeremiah 25:8-17  Romans 10:1-13  John 9:18-41  

Wed.  Psalm 5  Jeremiah 25:30-38  Romans 10:14-21  John 10:1-18 

Thu.  Psalm 27  Jeremiah 26:1-24 Romans 11:1-12  John 10:19-42  

Fri.  Psalm 22  Jeremiah 29:1-14  Romans 11:13-24  John 11:1-27  

Sat.  Psalm 43  Jeremiah 31:27-34  Romans 11:25-36  John 11:28-44  


