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And though you have not seen Him,
you love Him,
and though you do not see Him now,
but believe in Him,
you greatly rejoice
with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
obtaining as the outcome of your faith
the salvation of your souls.
—1 Peter 1:8-9

The Lord’s Day — March 4, 2007
Covenant Renewal Service



Preparation for Worship: Psalm 25:1-11
Prelude: “Savior, Like A Shepherd” atr. Rouse

Order of Worship

Call to WOI"Ship Psalm 34:3 Dr. Robert Zimmer
1Opening Hymn #2 “O Worship the King” vv. 14
tInvocation Psalm 25:8-10

Pastor: Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He instructs sinners in
the way.

People: He leads the humble in justice, and He teaches the humble
His way.

Pastor: All the paths of the Lord are lovingkindness and truth.

People: To those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.
Pastor: Let us pray.

TGod’s Greeting
Pastor: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father, Christ Jesus our
Lord, and the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

tResponse (in song)Doxology”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Law of God 1 Peter 1:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 2:12
Pastor: As the children of God, we are called to obedience and
conformity to Christ. Like the Holy One who called us, we are to be holy
in all our behavior, just as it is written: YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I
AM HOLY. Yet, because of our flesh we fall short and do not live in a
manner worthy of the God who called us into His own kingdom and
glory. Therefore, let us repent, confess our sins, and seek God's mercy and
forgiveness.

Confession of Sin (in unison)
Gracious Heavenly Father, we have not lived in accordance with
Your holiness. We have transgressed Your laws and failed to keep
Your commands. There are those we have hurt, and those we have
failed to help. Our thoughts and desires are stained with sin.
Therefore, merciful Father, we confess to You all our sins with

T=Congregation stands



which we have offended You. We are truly sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them. And we pray according to Your boundless
mercy, and for the sake of Christ, that You would be gracious and
merciful to us. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness from 2 Corinthians 5:18-21
Pastor: Because of His great mercy, and for our sake, God has made Him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God. Through Christ, God has reconciled us to Himself,
and has not counted our trespasses against us. Do you believe that Jesus
Christ, by His perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection, has
atoned for your sins and satisfied the wrath of God toward you?

People: We do.

Pastor: In the name of Christ and by the authority of His Word, be at
peace and know that your sins are forgiven and you are not under the
condemnation of God.

tHymn of Assurance #697 “Wonderful Words of Life”
+Prayer for lllumination Fred Weber

Old Testament Reading Job 23:8-10
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Text Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9 Dr. Robert Zimmer
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon  “Living in the Nasty Now & Now”
Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offering

Prayers of Intercession (followed by the Lord’s Prayer) Fred Weber

[Communion liturgy begins on the following page.]



Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or th
who have been approved by the Session, ma
Communion wine: the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings corataivhoto wing.

Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to
give thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by
water and the Holy Spirit You have made us a new people in Jesus Christ
our Lord, to show forth Your glory in all the world. Therefore, we praise
You, joining our voices with choirs of angels and with the faithful of every
time and place, who forever sing to the glory of Your name:



Sanctus (in song)
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of His glory,
The whole earth is full of His glory,
The whole earth is full of His glory.
Holy is the Lord.

Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread
Communion Hymn #482 “Come Unto Me, Ye Weaty”

Prayer after Communion (in unison)
Heavenly Father, we thank You that You have fed us in this
Sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the
heavenly banquet in Your eternal kingdom. Send us out in the
power of Your Spirit, to live and work to Your praise and glory, for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

tClosing Hymn #676 “Day by Day and With Each Passing Moment”
+Benediction

+Benediction Response “Three-fold Amen”

Serving Today
Guest Minister: Dr. Robert Zimmer
Elder: Fred Weber
Piano: Connie Van Til
Sound Board: Kyle Peterson



Announcements

After Today’s Service...
Please join us for some fellowship and light refreshment followed by Dr.
Zimmer’s continued teaching.

Next Sunday (March 11)
Pastor Dan Millward will be preaching on Philippians 3:12-21.

Hymns: #115 “All Creatures of Our God and King” vv. 1-4
#670 “If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee”
#480 “Come, for the Feast Is Spread”
#34 “The God of Abraham Praise”

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for
preparation and prayer.

Church Website - Don’t forget to regulatly check our church website at
http://redeemertraversecity.org. There you will find articles, audio
sermons, and even music and hymn lyrics for the upcoming worship
service.



Points to Ponder

On Bearing the Cross (Trials)

Though in tranquility [Christians]| flatter themselves with the idea of
greater constancy and patience, yet, humbled by adversity, they learn the
deception [of relying on their own strengths]. Believers, I say, warned by such
proofs of their diseases, make progress in humility, and, divesting themselves
of a depraved confidence in the flesh, betake themselves to the grace of God,
and, when they have so betaken themselves, experience the presence of the
divine power, in which is ample protection.

This Paul teaches when he says that tribulation worketh patience, and
patience experience. God having promised that he will be with believers in
tribulation, they feel the truth of the promise; while supported by his hand,
they endure patiently. This they could never do by their own strength.
Patience, therefore, gives the saints an experimental proof that God in reality
furnishes the aid which he has promised whenever there is need. Hence also
their faith is confirmed, for it were very ungrateful not to expect that in
future the truth of God will be, as they have already found it, firm and
constant. We now see how many advantages are at once produced by the
cross. Overturning the overweening opinion we form of our own virtue, and
detecting the hypocrisy in which we delight, it removes our pernicious carnal
confidence, teaching us, when thus humbled, to recline on God alone, so that
we neither are oppressed nor despond. Then victory is followed by hope,
inasmuch as the Lord, by performing what he has promised, establishes his
truth in regard to the future. Were these the only reasons, it is surely plain
how necessary it is for us to bear the cross. It is of no little importance to be
rid of your self-love, and made fully conscious of your weakness; so
impressed with a sense of your weakness as to learn to distrust yourself—to
distrust yourself so as to transfer your confidence to God, reclining on him
with such heartfelt confidence as to trust in his aid, and continue invincible
to the end, standing by his grace so as to perceive that he is true to his
promises, and so assured of the certainty of his promises as to be strong in
hope.

—TJohn Calvin, Institutes of the Christian RHEIigiti) 2b-3.
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Scripture Readings for this Week

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament duringearteycle. The
readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year.

Sun. Psalm 84 Jeremiah 1:410 1 Corinthians 3:323 Mark 3:31:4:9
Mon. Psalm 119:780 Jeremiah 1:1419 Romans 1:15 John 4:2742
Tue. Psalm 34 Jeremiah 2:432 Romans 1:1@5 John 4:4364
Wed. Psalm 5 Jeremiah 3:618 Romans 1:2@7-2:11 John 5:118
Thu. Psalm 27 Jeremiah 4.28 Romans 2:124 John 5:1929
Fri. Psalm 22 Jeremiah 5:19 Romans 2:23:18 John 5:3047
Sat. Psalm 43 Jeremiah 5:2€81 Romans 3:131 John 7:113
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